Joint Environment and Human Health Programme:
Announcement of Opportunity to Apply for Supplementary Funding to Extend the Contribution of the Social Sciences to the Programme

Summary

As a part of its contribution to the Environment and Human Health (E&HH) Programme, co-ordinated by the Natural Environment Research Council (NERC), the Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC), has agreed to make up to £200,000 of additional funding available to strengthen, where appropriate, the contribution of the social sciences to the Programme. 
Applications are invited from holders of either a) current E&HH Programme grants (i.e. current programme workshops/networks, working groups, discipline hopping or exploratory awards), or b) current ESRC grants, to support supplementary social science-led activities which would add value to existing E&HH Programme research activities. Such activities could include: additional social science-led work packages on E&HH grants where it is felt this would add value to the research and could be integrated with other components; enhanced networking amongst Programme grant holders and/or other researchers focused on social and economic issues; and/or activities to promote links or joint working between other current ESRC-funded research and the E&HH Programme.   

The closing date for applications is 4pm on Monday 17th September 2007.

Call for Applications

Applications are invited under two headings:

i) Enhanced Networking: Proposals to enhance inter-disciplinary networking within the E&HH Programme or between the Programme and other current research activities with a strong social science focus. This could include, for example:

· networking activities between projects and researchers within the E&HH Programme addressing social and/or economic issues, and/or 
· networking between E&HH Programme projects and other relevant inter-disciplinary research activities with a strong social science element, both in the UK and overseas. These activities might include, for example, the Rural Economy and Land Use Programme, ESRC Centre for Social, Technological and Environmental Pathways to Sustainability (STEPS, at IDS and SPRU, University of Sussex), Tyndall Centre for Climate Change Research, ESRC Social Contexts and Responses to Risk and Human Capability and Resilience Networks.
Such networking activities could be focused around developing cross-cutting Programme themes (such as those outlined under the “Social, economic and behavioural factors in the genesis and health impact of environmental hazards” heading in the Round 1 Announcement of Opportunity), or on developing inter-disciplinary approaches or methods, and/or on engaging broader perspectives and inputs from across the social sciences. Given the Programme’s inter-disciplinary capacity building aims, proposals for involving early career researchers from a range of disciplines will be welcomed.
ii) Project Enhancements: Proposals to add or extend the social science contribution to, or components of, E&HH Programme research projects or to promote joint additional research between the Programme and other current ESRC-funded research. This could include, for example, adding additional work-packages to current E&HH grants to address economic and/or social issues (e.g. under the “Social, economic and behavioural factors in the genesis and health impact of environmental hazards” heading in the Round 1 Announcement of Opportunity), increasing the contribution of social scientists to research teams or facilitating research collaborations or joint research activities between the project and other relevant social science and inter-disciplinary research activities. Such enhancements should add clear value to, and be integrated with, the existing project’s research activities.
Eligibility and Funding Available

Funding of up to £200,000 is available to support applications of up to a total of £50,000 at 100% FEC (of which the funders will meet 80%) under either heading above.
Grants will take the form of increases to cash limits (and short extensions if necessary) of current E&HH grants issued by NERC or increases to cash limits of current relevant ESRC research grants (including grants for centres or relevant Programmes such as RELU). Applicants must therefore involve named investigators or co-investigators on E&HH Programme grants and/or relevant ESRC research grants and have the support of the administering research organisation for the current E&HH or ESRC grant.

Applicants may apply and be funded under both headings [(i) Enhanced Networking and (ii) Project Enhancements] but the same applicant may not lead as PI more than one application under each heading (but may collaborate in applications led by other PIs).  Applications involving researchers from more than one E&HH or ESRC grant will be welcomed. 
Where possible, activities should take place during the period of the current grant, but consideration may also be given to extending grants by up to six months to accommodate the additional work proposed. Where applications involve collaboration with other initiatives or researchers, the agreement of the proposed collaborators should be secured and brief CVs of proposed collaborators should be included where applicable.
Application Process

Applicants need to complete an application form and a maximum three page Case for Support. Where proposals involve more than one named applicant, or applicants from different institutions, all applicants should be included on one form.

The case for support should provide sufficient information to enable reviewers to judge the quality, added value and potential impact of the proposed activities and should include:

· a clear description of the proposed activities including, for example, the number, focus and proposed participation policy for any networking events or proposed research questions, methods and design of additional research activities,
· an explanation of the added value of the proposed activities to the current E&HH or ESRC project, including integration with current project activities, and
· details of proposed outputs from the activities and a communication strategy for these.
The following information should be added as appendices:

· CVs for named applicants, and named research staff or collaborators to be funded under the proposal, not exceeding one page per named individual,
· justification for the costs requested in the application; all items must be justified. Maximum length of one page. Prior to submission, all costings should have been checked and approved by the institutions’ finance officer or other responsible person, and
· letters or e-mails from relevant research or stakeholder collaborators, who are not named investigators, agreeing to contribute to the research should be added where this is a significant element of the proposal.
Applications should be submitted to NERC via email (envhealth1@nerc.ac.uk) by 4pm on Monday 17th September 2007 and will be considered by an expert panel. It is hoped to inform applicants of the outcome of applications by the end of October 2007.
If you have any queries relating to this Announcement, please contact Hannah Corney (NERC, tel. 01793 411 920, e-mail envhealth@nerc.ac.uk) or Gary Grubb (ESRC, tel. 01793 413 086, e-mail gary.grubb@esrc.ac.uk). 
