Francis Rowland reports on the Iatest alre_n _pemes to threaten British wildlife.
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Iarger than most British
species — measuring
between 5-8mm (1/4 inch).
Colour patterns vary greatly,
but most harlequin ladybirds
found in Britain fall into three

igh he National Biodiversity Network Trust, is categories: :
arlequin Ladybird Survey to monitor its invasion ; ® orange with 15-20 spots
E native ladybirds and other insects that prey on i @ black with two orange or
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bhids. The work is being done by the Biological Records Centre red spots
; .r -l 'Centre for Ecology & Hydrology Monks Wood, Anglia e black with four orange or
e 7 olytechnic University and Cambridge University. :
L o5  The survey relies on details of sightings sent in from the

& public. Please report any sightings of the harlequin ladybird (any
plant, shrub or tree that has aphids will usually have ladybirds
t00), including where it was found (where possible a grid
reference or postcode), the date and how many ladybirds were

there. A photograph of the ladybird would also help verification

red spots
Just behind its head it has a white plate with a big black
M-shaped marking on it.
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Francis Rowland is an environmental scientist at the Biological
of each find. Records Centre, tel:01487 772459, email: fro@ceh.ac.uk
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