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The Natural Environment Research Council (NERC) funds independent environmental research 
in the United Kingdom. The priorities we develop with our researchers and stakeholders 
provide a focus for the marine, polar, atmospheric, earth, terrestrial and freshwater science 
communities. We receive public funding, but remain independent of government and have a 
budget of around £400 million a year. 

In November 2007, we launched our five-year strategy Next Generation Science for Planet 
Earth 2007-2012.

NERC’s strategic goal

To deliver world-leading environmental research at the frontiers of knowledge:

°	 enabling society to respond urgently to global climate change and the increasing 
pressures on natural resources;

°	 contributing to UK leadership in predicting the regional and local impacts of 
environmental change from days to decades; and

°	 creating and supporting vibrant, integrated research communities.

Science themes

°	 Climate system

°	 Biodiversity

°	 Natural hazards

°	 Sustainable use of natural resources

°	 Environment, pollution and human health

°	 Earth system science

°	 Technologies
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Chief Executive 
Professor Alan Thorpe  01793 442562  hqpo@nerc.ac.uk

Swindon Office
Polaris House, North Star Avenue, Swindon, SN2 1EU   01793 411500

Directors
Finance and operations
David Bloomer  01793 411972  dblo@nerc.ac.uk

People, skills and communication
Janice Timberlake  01793 442573  jtim@nerc.ac.uk

Strategy and partnerships
Dr Steven Wilson  01793 411607  stwi@nerc.ac.uk

Science delivery
Dr Philip Newton  01793 411636  ppn@nerc.ac.uk

02 The organisation

NERC’s Chief Executive, Professor Alan Thorpe, is responsible for the day-to-day running of 
the organisation. The governing Council is chaired by Edmund Wallis. 

The NERC Executive Board, chaired by Professor Thorpe, oversees corporate management and 
directs, develops and implements Council’s strategies, policies and decisions. Its members 
include directors of NERC’s research centres and collaborative centres. 

The Science and Innovation Strategy Board, chaired by Professor Duncan Wingham, develops 
NERC’s integrated science strategy and prioritises new programmes and initiatives for 
Council’s consideration and approval. 

For more details of how we operate see www.nerc.ac.uk/about/work/boards
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British Antarctic Survey
Director: Professor Nick Owens
High Cross, Madingley Road, Cambridge, CB3 0ET
Tel: 01223 221400  Email: information@bas.ac.uk
www.antarctica.ac.uk

British Geological Survey
Director: Professor John Ludden
Kingsley Dunham Centre, Keyworth, Nottingham, NG12 5GG
Tel: 0115 936 3100  Email: enquiries@bgs.ac.uk  
www.bgs.ac.uk

Centre for Ecology & Hydrology
Director: Professor Patricia Nuttall OBE
Headquarters: Maclean Building, Benson Lane, Crowmarsh Gifford, Wallingford, OX10 8BB
Tel: 01491 838800  Email: enquiries@ceh.ac.uk  
www.ceh.ac.uk

Proudman Oceanographic Laboratory
Director: Professor Andrew Willmott
Joseph Proudman Building, 6 Brownlow Street, Liverpool, L3 5DA
Tel: 0151 795 4800  Email: polenquiries@pol.ac.uk  
www.pol.ac.uk
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Allocation of science budget by science theme 2008-09
The total includes funding under both Research Programmes and Responsive Mode.

04 Statistics

Allocation of science budget by funding stream 2008-09



National Centre for Atmospheric Science (NCAS)
Director: Professor Stephen Mobbs
School of Earth and Environment, University of Leeds, LS2 9JT
Tel: 0113 343 5158/6408   Email: stephen@env.leeds.ac.uk
emma@env.leeds.ac.uk  or  A.P.Kybett@leeds.ac.uk   www.ncas.ac.uk

National Centre for Earth Observation (NCEO)
Director: Professor Alan O’Neill
Department of Meteorology, University of Reading, PO Box 243, 
Earley Gate, Reading, RG6 6BB
Tel: 0118 378 8317/6728   Email: alan.oneill@nceo.ac.uk   www.nceo.ac.uk

National Oceanography Centre, Southampton
Director: Professor Ed Hill OBE
Empress Dock, European Way, Southampton, SO14 3ZH
Tel: 023 8059 5106   Email: jxj@noc.soton.ac.uk  www.noc.soton.ac.uk
In partnership with the University of Southampton

Plymouth Marine Laboratory
Chief Executive Officer: Professor Stephen de Mora
Prospect Place, The Hoe, Plymouth, PL1 3DH
Tel: 01752 633100   Email: forinfo@pml.ac.uk  www.pml.ac.uk

Scottish Association for Marine Science
Director: Professor Laurence Mee
Scottish Marine Institute, Oban, Argyll, PA37 1QA
Tel: 01631 559000   Email: info@sams.ac.uk  www.sams.ac.uk

Sea Mammal Research Unit
Director: Professor Ian Boyd
Scottish Oceans Institute, University of St Andrews, St Andrews, Fife, KY16 8LB
Tel: 01334 462630   Email: jmcw@st-andrews.ac.uk   www.smru.st-andrews.ac.uk

Aerosol Properties, Processes and Influences on the Earth’s Climate 
(APPRAISE)
Science coordinator: Dr Keith Bower
Tel: 0161 306 3952  Email: k.bower@manchester.ac.uk
www.nerc.ac.uk/research/programmes/appraise

Centre for Earth Observation Instrumentation (CEOI)
Director: Mick Johnson
Tel: 01438 774421  Email: mick.johnson@astrium.eads.net
Astrium Satellites Ltd, Gunnels Wood Road, Stevenage, UK, SG1 2AS

Centre for Population Biology
Director: Professor Georgina Mace FRS
Tel: 020 7594 2475   Email: g.mace@imperial.ac.uk   
www.imperial.ac.uk/cpb
This programme ends on 31 March 2010

Ecosystems Services for Poverty Alleviation (ESPA)
Programme manager: Dr Andrew Impey
Tel: 01793 411797   Email: anpe1@nerc.ac.uk   
www.nerc.ac.uk/research/programmes/espa

Environment and Human Health
Programme manager: Dr Andrew Impey
Tel: 01793 411797   Email: anpe1@nerc.ac.uk    
www.nerc.ac.uk/research/programmes/humanhealth

Environmental Nanoscience Initiative
Programme manager: Dr Andrew Impey
Tel: 01793 411797   Email: nano@nerc.ac.uk   
www.nerc.ac.uk/research/programmes/nanoscience
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Flood Risk from Extreme Events (FREE)
Science programme coordinator: Professor Chris Collier
Tel: 0113 343 5158  Email: c.g.collier@leeds.ac.uk  
www.nerc.ac.uk/research/programmes/free

Living With Environmental Change (LWEC)
Director: Professor Andrew Watkinson
Programme Coordinator: Dr Nicola Badcock
Research Councils UK Theme Leader: Dr Dan Osborn
Tel: 01793 413172  Email: nsba@nerc.ac.uk
www.nerc.ac.uk/research/programmes/lwec

Oceans 2025
Science coordinator: Dr Phil Williamson
Tel: 01603 593111  Email: p.williamson@uea.ac.uk
www.nerc.ac.uk/research/programmes/oceans2025

Post-genomics and Proteomics
Programme coordinator: Dr Jason Snape
Tel: 01803 884273  Email: jason.snape@astrazeneca.com
www.nerc.ac.uk/research/programmes/proteomics

Quantifying and Understanding the Earth System (QUEST)
Programme leader: Professor Colin Prentice
Tel: 0117 331 5129  Email: colin.prentice@bristol.ac.uk
www.nerc.ac.uk/research/programmes/quest

Rapid WATCH (Rapid Climate Change)
Science coordinator: Professor Meric Srokosz
Tel: 023 80596414  Email: mas@noc.soton.ac.uk   www.noc.soton.ac.uk/rapid
Programme coordinator: Jessica Batchelor
Tel: 01793 442831  Email: jetc@nerc.ac.uk  
www.nerc.ac.uk/research/programmes/rapidwatch

Rural Economy & Land Use (RELU)
Programme director: Professor Philip Lowe
Tel: 0191 222 6903  Email: relu@ncl.ac.uk
www.nerc.ac.uk/research/programmes/relu

UK Surface Ocean – Lower Atmosphere Study (UK SOLAS)
Science coordinator: Dr Phil Williamson
Tel: 01603 593111  Email: p.williamson@uea.ac.uk
www.nerc.ac.uk/research/programmes/solas

Sustainable Marine Bioresources
Programme manager: Dr Helen Beadman
Tel: 01793 411513  Email: habe@nerc.ac.uk
www.nerc.ac.uk/research/programmes/marinebioresources

Tyndall Centre for Climate Change Research (HQ)
Director: Professor Kevin Anderson
Tel: 01603 593900  Email: tyndall@uea.ac.uk  www.tyndall.ac.uk

UK Energy Research Centre
Research director: Professor Jim Skea OBE
Executive director: John Loughhead
Imperial College, London, SW7 2PG   www.ukerc.ac.uk

UK Integrated Ocean Drilling Program (UKIODP)
Science coordinator: Dayton Dove
Tel: 0131 650 0355  Email: ukiodp@bgs.ac.uk
www.ukiodp.bgs.ac.uk   www.nerc.ac.uk/research/programmes/ukiodp

UK Population Biology Network (UKPopNet)
Director: Professor David Raffaelli
Tel: 01904 434060  Email: dr3@york.ac.uk
www.nerc.ac.uk/research/programmes/ukpopnet   www.ukpopnet.org
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GENERAL CONTACTS FOR RESEARCH FACILITIES

Airborne research facilities 
Peter Purcell  Tel: 01793 411649  Email: ppu@nerc.ac.uk
High performance computing 
Dr Frances Collingborn  Tel: 01793 411981  Email: hpc@nerc.ac.uk
Marine facilities 
Dr Helen Beadman  Tel: 01793 411513  Email: habe@nerc.ac.uk
Other research facilities 
Dr Lin Kay  Tel: 01793 411600  Email: rlfk@nerc.ac.uk

For postal addresses, contact names and annual reports see: 
www.nerc.ac.uk/research/sites/facilities/list.asp

ANALYTICAL FACILITIES

NERC Argon Isotope Facility
Tel: 01355 270135  Email: d.barfod@suerc.gla.ac.uk
www.gla.ac.uk/centres/suerc/nerc/argon/index.html

NERC Cosmogenic Isotope Analysis Facility
Tel: 01355 270188  Email: C.Schnabel@suerc.gla.ac.uk
www.gla.ac.uk/suerc/nerc/cosmogenic/home.html

NERC Facility for Environmental Nanoscience Analysis & Characterisation
University of Birmingham, Edgbaston, Birmingham, B15 2TT
Tel: 0121 414 8147  Email: j.r.lead@bham.ac.uk
www.gees.bham.ac.uk/research/fenac

NERC Ion Microprobe Facility
Tel: 0131 650 4850  Email: ionprobe@ed.ac.uk or Richard.Hinton@ed.ac.uk
www.geos.ed.ac.uk/facilities/ionprobe
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Antarctic Environmental Data Centre
British Antarctic Survey, Cambridge, CB3 0ET
Tel: 01223 221400  Email: aedc@bas.ac.uk  
www.aedc.nerc.ac.uk

British Oceanographic Data Centre
Joseph Proudman Building, Liverpool, L3 5DA
Tel: 0151 795 4884  Email: enquiries@bodc.ac.uk  
www.bodc.nerc.ac.uk

Environmental Information Data Centre
Centre for Ecology & Hydrology, Wallingford, Oxfordshire, OX10 8BB
Tel: 01491 838800  Email: cehdata@ceh.ac.uk  
www.eic.nerc.ac.uk

National Geoscience Data Centre
British Geological Survey, Keyworth, Nottingham, NG12 5GG
Tel: 0115 936 3143  Email: enquiries@bgs.ac.uk  
www.ngdc.nerc.ac.uk

NCAS British Atmospheric Data Centre
STFC Rutherford Appleton Laboratory, Didcot, OX11 0QX
Tel: 01235 446432  Email: badc@rl.ac.uk   http://badc.nerc.ac.uk

NERC Earth Observation Data Centre
STFC Rutherford Appleton Laboratory, Didcot, OX11 0QX
Tel: 01235 778123  Email: neodc@rl.ac.uk  
www.neodc.nerc.ac.uk

NERC Environmental Bioinformatics Centre
Centre for Ecology & Hydrology, Maclean Building, Benson Lane, Wallingford OX10 8BB
Email: helpdesk@nebc.nox.ac.uk   http://nebc.nox.ac.uk 



NERC Isotope Community Support Facility
Tel: 01355 270143/223332  Email: a.boyce@suerc.gla.ac.uk
www.gla.ac.uk/suerc/nerc/community

NERC Isotope Geosciences Laboratory
Tel: 0115 936 3425  Email: bbullock@bgs.ac.uk  www.bgs.ac.uk/nigl

NERC Life Sciences Mass Spectrometry Facility 
Bristol
Tel: 0117 331 7192  Email: ian.d.bull@bris.ac.uk   
www.lsmsf.co.uk
East Kilbride
Tel: 01355 270138  Email: j.newton@suerc.gla.ac.uk   
www.gla.ac.uk/centres/surrc/nerc/lifesciences/index.html
Lancaster 
Tel: 01524 595865  Email: astott@ceh.ac.uk   
www.lsmsf.co.uk

NERC Biomolecular Analysis Facility
Biomolecular Analysis Facility – Edinburgh
Tel: 0131 650 6760  Email: genepool-nbaf@ed.ac.uk
Biomolecular Analysis Facility – Liverpool
Tel: 0151 795 4510  Email: cossins@liverpool.ac.uk
Biomolecular Analysis Facility – Sheffield
Tel: 0114 222 0096  Email: t.a.burke@sheffield.ac.uk
Biomolecular Analysis Facility – Birmingham (new Metabolomics Facility)
Tel: 0121 414 2219  Email: m.viant@bham.ac.uk 
Biomolecular Analysis Facility – Oxford (new Bioinformatics Facility)
Tel: 01491 838800  Email: dfield@ceh.ac.uk 
www.nbaf.nerc.ac.uk 

NERC Molecular Spectroscopy Facility
Tel: 01235 446475  Email: ralmsf@stfc.ac.uk  www.msf.rl.ac.uk

NERC Open University Uranium-Series Facility
Tel: 01908 655155  Email: p.v.calsteen@open.ac.uk
www2.open.ac.uk/ou-usf

NERC Radiocarbon Facility
www.c14.org.uk

Archaeology, Oxford University
Tel: 01865 285229/285231  Email: orau@rlaha.ox.ac.uk

Environment, SUERC, East Kilbride
Tel: 01355 260037  Email: radiocarbon@nercrcl.gla.ac.uk

ATMOSPHERIC FACILITIES

Facility for Ground-based Atmospheric Measurements (FGAM)
School of Earth and Environment, University of Leeds, Leeds, LS2 9JT
Tel: 01133 431632  Email: blyth@env.leeds.ac.uk  
www.ncas.ac.uk/fgam

NCAS Facility for Airborne Atmospheric Measurements
Building 125, Cranfield University, Cranfield, Bedford, MK43 0AL
Tel: 01234 754485  Email: alison.perry@faam.ac.uk  
www.faam.ac.uk

NERC Chilbolton Facility for Atmospheric and Radio Research
Tel: 01235 446427  Email: charles.wrench@stfc.ac.uk  
www.chilbolton.rl.ac.uk

NERC Mesosphere-Stratosphere-Troposphere Radar Facility
Tel: 01235 445705  Email: david.hooper@stfc.ac.uk  
http://mst.nerc.ac.uk
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EARTH OBSERVATION FACILITIES

NERC Airborne Research & Survey Facility (ARSF)
Tel: 01452 859945  Email: gaew@nerc.ac.uk  http://arsf.nerc.ac.uk

NERC British Isles continuous GNSS Facility
Tel: 0115 846 6025  Email: david.baker@nottingham.ac.uk   www.bigf.ac.uk

NERC Earth Observation Data Acquisition and Analysis Service (NEODAAS)
Tel: Plymouth: 01752 633485, Dundee: 01382 384409
Email: info@neodaas.ac.uk   www.neodaas.ac.uk

NERC Space Geodesy Facility
Tel: 01323 833888  Email: pgib@nerc.ac.uk  http://sgf.rgo.ac.uk

MARINE FACILITIES

NERC National Marine Facilities Division
Head: David Lewis  
Tel: 023 8059 6145  Email: dlewis@noc.soton.ac.uk   www.noc.soton.ac.uk/nmf

National Marine Facilities (NMF) Sea Systems, incorporating the former Research 
Ship Unit and UK Ocean Research Services
Head: Geraint West  
Tel: 023 8059 6147  Email: gerw@noc.soton.ac.uk  
www.noc.soton.ac.uk/nmf/sea_sys_index.php

National Marine Equipment Pool (administered by NMF Sea Systems)

Contact: Natalie Campbell  
Tel: 023 8059 6049  Email: N.Campbell@noc.soton.ac.uk
www.noc.soton.ac.uk/nmf

National Marine Operational Cruise Management
Contact: Colin Day  
Tel: 023 8059 6109   Email: nmfss-ops@noc.soton.ac.uk 
www.noc.soton.ac.uk/nmf/sea_sys_index.php?page=ssops

Underwater Systems Laboratory
Tel: 023 8059 6004  Email: gxg@noc.soton.ac.uk

National Marine Coordination Office
Tel: 023 8059 6102  Email: jkwo@noc.soton.ac.uk   
www.noc.soton.ac.uk/nmco

RECOGNISED FACILITIES

Aberystwyth Luminescence Research Laboratory, Aberystwyth University
Tel: 01970 622611  Email: ggd@aber.ac.uk   
www.ies.aber.ac.uk/en/research/groups/alrl 

Accelerator Mass Spectrometry (AMS) Laboratory
Tel: 01355 270187  Email: S.Freeman@suerc.gla.ac.uk    
www.gla.ac.uk/suerc/ams

Experimental Geoscience Facility, University of Edinburgh
Tel: 0131 650 8545  Email: Stephen.Elphick@glg.ed.ac.uk 
www.geos.ed.ac.uk/facilities/ExperimentalGeoScience

North East Amino Acid Racemization (NEAAR), University of York
Tel: 01904 328806  Email: enquiries@neaar.co.uk  
www.neaar.co.uk

Sorby Environmental Fluid Dynamics Laboratory, University of Leeds
Tel: 0113 343 6765  Email: g.keevil@see.leeds.ac.uk 
www.see.leeds.ac.uk/research/facilities/sefdl
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OTHER FACILITIES and EQUIPMENT

British Ocean Sediment Core Research Facility  (part of National Marine Facilities Division)

Tel: 023 8059 6567  Email: boscorf@noc.soton.ac.uk

High Performance Computing
Tel: 01793 411981  Email: hpc@nerc.ac.uk   
www.nerc.ac.uk/research/sites/facilities/hpc

NERC Arctic Research Station (Ny Ålesund)
Email: arcticstation@nerc.ac.uk   
www.nerc.ac.uk/research/areas/polar/arcticbase.asp

NERC Facility for Scientific Diving
Tel: 01631 559000  Email: mdjs@sams.ac.uk  
www.nfsd.org.uk

NERC Field Spectroscopy Facility
Contact: Alasdair Mac Arthur  Tel: 0131 650 5926  Email: fsf@nerc.ac.uk  
http://fsf.nerc.ac.uk/

NERC Geophysical Equipment Facility
(at Edinburgh, Durham, Leicester and Southampton)
Tel: 0131 668 2282  Email: gef@nerc.ac.uk  
http://gef.nerc.ac.uk

Science theme leaders

Climate system 
Dr Richard Wood  01793 442599  rwtl@nerc.ac.uk
Biodiversity
Professor Ken Norris  0118 378 6535  k.norris@reading.ac.uk
Natural hazards
Professor John Rees  0115 9363296  jrtl@nerc.ac.uk
Sustainable use of natural resources
Professor Louise Heathwaite  01793 442599  lhtl@nerc.ac.uk
Environment, pollution and human health
Professor Roy Harrison  01214 143494  rhtl@nerc.ac.uk
Earth system science
Professor Tim Jickells  01603 593117  tjtl@nerc.ac.uk
Technologies
Professor Alastair Lewis  01904 432522  altl@nerc.ac.uk

General enquiries
Patricia Philpot  01793 411687  thlassistants@nerc.ac.uk
Ros Deakin  01793 411985  thlassistants@nerc.ac.uk
Eve Biggs  01793 442582  thlassistants@nerc.ac.uk 

Science disciplines and funding

Atmospheric and polar sciences
Dr Ned Garnett  01793 442543  nedg@nerc.ac.uk
Earth observation
Dr Bill Eason  01793 411961  wre@nerc.ac.uk
Earth science and science-based archaeology
Dr Chris Franklin  01793 411708  cfr@nerc.ac.uk
Marine science
Dr Mike Webb  01793 411520  mweb@nerc.ac.uk
Terrestrial and freshwater science
Dr Andrew Impey  01793 411797  anpe1@nerc.ac.uk
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Knowledge exchange and communications

British Antarctic Survey
Knowledge exchange: Head of environment and information division 
Ian Dunn  01223 221450  ian.dunn@bas.ac.uk
Press, PR and education: Head of press, PR and education 
Linda Capper  01223 221448 or 07714 233744  lmca@bas.ac.uk

British Geological Survey
Director of information and knowledge exchange 
Richard Hughes  0115 936 3587  rah@bgs.ac.uk 
Head of information delivery 
Keith Westhead  0131 6500364  rkw@bgs.ac.uk
Communications Team Leader
Aoife O’Mongain  0131 650 0230  aom@bgs.ac.uk
Press Officers
Clive Mitchell  0115 936 3257  cjmi@bgs.ac.uk
Aoife O’Mongain  0131 650 0230  aom@bgs.ac.uk

Centre for Ecology & Hydrology
Head of knowledge transfer
Nick Wells  01491 692583 or 0782 5450197  nwells@ceh.ac.uk
Public relations manager
Kate Groves  01491 692358  groves@ceh.ac.uk
Press officer
Dr Barnaby Smith  07920 295384  bpgs@ceh.ac.uk

National Centre for Atmospheric Science
Dr Adrian Kybett   0113 343 6931  a.p.kybett@see.leeds.ac.uk

National Oceanography Centre, Southampton
Head of COMS (communications, outreach and marketing support)
Mike Douglas  023 8059 6001 or 07794 102523
m.douglas@noc.soton.ac.uk 

NERC Swindon Office
Head of knowledge exchange
Dr Simon Jackman  0790 157 8684  saja@nerc.ac.uk
Head of communications
Judy Parker  01793 411646  jmp@nerc.ac.uk
Partnerships and liaison
Dr Faith Culshaw  01793 411594  facu@nerc.ac.uk
Data policy and information strategy
Mark Thorley  01793 411567  mrt@nerc.ac.uk
Freedom of information
Colin Pelton  01793 411730/023 8059 6288  cdp@nerc.ac.uk
International  international@nerc.ac.uk
Internet  webteam@nerc.ac.uk
Media  pressoffice@nerc.ac.uk

Plymouth Marine Laboratory
Head of corporate and external affairs
Dr Dave Robins  01752 633414  dbro@pml.ac.uk

Proudman Oceanographic Laboratory
Deputy director Professor John Huthnance MBE 
0151 795 4852  jmh@pol.ac.uk 
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Grants, fellowships and studentships

Research grants  
Dr Anne McFarlane  01793 411527  ammcf@nerc.ac.uk
Studentships and fellowships 
Dr Avril Allman  01793 411665  aval@nerc.ac.uk



Scottish Association for Marine Science
Knowledge transfer director
Dave Gunn  01631 559375  deg@sams.ac.uk
Head of communications 
Dr Anuschka Miller  01631 559300  anuschka.miller@sams.ac.uk

Sea Mammal Research Unit
Knowledge transfer
Professor Ian Boyd  01334 463628  ilb@st-andrews.ac.uk
Communications
Alisa Hall  01334 462634  ajh7@st-andrews.ac.uk

Tyndall Centre for Climate Change Research
Communication and centre manager
Asher Minns  07880 547843  a.minns@uea.ac.uk

UK Energy Research Centre
Heads of communications
Patricia Luna  0207 594 1573 or 0790 420 0139  patricia.luna@ukerc.ac.uk
Lex Waspe  0207 594 1573 or 0797 477 9004  lex.waspe@ukerc.ac.uk
Knowledge Exchange Manager
Dr Jeff Hardy 0207 594 1572 or 0773 627 3157 jeff.hardy@ukerc.ac.uk
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For more information about NERC’s activities go to 
www.nerc.ac.uk
or 
www.planetearth.nerc.ac.uk


