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LEGISLATION & LEGAL ISSUES

Governance – defining best practice: in the safety management team and NERC safety committee meetings on 17 October we briefly discussed Defining best practice in corporate occupational health & safety governance – HSE Research Report 506; see http://www.hse.gov.uk/research/rrpdf/rr506.pdf  
The document is to be discussed in more detail at the next meeting of the team and committee in April 2008, but you may like to look at it before then.   A summary version jointly published by the HSC and Institute of Directors is available at 
 http://www.iod.com/intershoproot/eCS/Store/en/pdfs/policy_health_safety_cons.pdf .
BENCHMARKING
Stuart Dobson has used the HSE Corporate Health & Safety Performance Index (CHaSPI) to provide a measure of NERC’s performance as compared with other organisations.   See the website at   http://www.chaspi.info-exchange.com/default.asp for further details.   NERC came out in the upper quartile of the 76 organisations on the sysstem with a score of 8.3 out of a possible 10.    The other organisations on the system had scores beteween 4.0-9.4.   More details of the system will be provided directly to LSAs.

VDUs

PML electronic risk assessment system: in the course of a safety audit at PML recently, Stuart Dobson was very impressed with the system developed by PML and recommended that we should adopt it as the NERC standard.   There will be further news about this when the arrangements for making it available throughout NERC have been completed.
ACCIDENT REPORTING
AINM: the Accident, Incident and Near Miss reporting system developed by BAS has been tried out at CEH sites.   The benefits include fully confidential reporting which can be anonymous if the reporter wishes.   Reporting is made much easier; more accidents etc are reported; and those making reports appreciate the feedback they receive and the fact that action is taken to put into effect the lessons learnt from the reports.   Following the success of the CEH trials the system is to be made available to the remainder of NERC sites shortly.

DANGEROUS GOODS SAFETY ADVISER
In the November 2005 issue of Health & Safety News I reported that Dr Stuart Heron of the University of Southampton had agreed to act as Dangerous Goods Safety Adviser for NERC, covering the transport of dangerous goods by road.   Stuart has now received training in the transport of dangerous goods by sea, so is able to extend the range of his advice.   He can be contacted on sjh5@soton.ac.uk.   Stuart asks whether there is any interest in his being trained for the transport of dangerous goods by air.   If there is, please let him know so that he can judge whether the level of interest is sufficient to justify his being trained.
FUME CUPBOARDS – NEW BRITISH STANDARD – TESTING FREQUENCY
We discussed this issue at the safety management group meeting on 10 October.   The new British Standard for fume cupboards, BS EN 14175-3:2003 Fume cupboards. Type test methods, ISBN: 9780580503719, Module GBM38, was published on 30 April 2007 and should now be available on the IHS website to which all LSAs have access.    Colin Hankinson reported that although the BS requires containment testing, it does not specify the standard for such testing or the frequency of re-testing.   Colin recommends that re-testing need only be done when you change the set-up in the fume cupboard; otherwise every 4 years would be a good rule.    Matt Hall reported that the Health & Safety Laboratory in Buxton make similar recommendations, but also suggest that you can make occasional interim checks of the flow rates at the 9 SF6 measuring points.
Stuart Dobson expected that REACH technical guidance documents might cover this point but as yet there is no date for the availability of these documents.

RADIATION PROTECTION
Stuart Heron reported that the new Environment Agency inspector at Southampton was insisting on fully trained substitute Radiation Protection Supervisors being available when the substantive Supervisors are away for any length of time.   The inspector also insisted that the full radiation records should be available from the substitute adviser.   This should act as a reminder that:

a.  we need substitutes for all our statutory advisers etc in the event that they are out of the office for more than a day or so.
b. records systems should be accessible to everyone at a site who may have occasion to need them, and at all times to inspectors.
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